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Intent  
At Hadlow Primary School, we firmly believe that secure spelling is an essential skill which allows children to 
communicate their knowledge and understanding in all curriculum subjects. In order for pupils to develop into 
effective and confident writers, they need to develop and use a range of effective spelling strategies through the 
knowledge and basic skills to do so. We particularly want children to develop a love of language and to equip them 
with the confidence to spell more challenging and ambitious words. In allowing them opportunities to develop a rich 
and exciting vocabulary, we are enabling them to become effective communicators. 
 
In order to be an efficient speller, a child needs to: 

 Be able to segment words into component phonemes, e.g. ch-e-s-t is chest;   

 Know which graphemes represent the phonemes in words; 

 Be able to distinguish visually between words which are ‘legitimately’ spelled, eg wait, wate; (Which one 
looks right?)  

 Know the meanings of the homophones, e.g. been and bean, so that the correct spelling is used; 

 Recall, e.g. by mental image, by memorising order of tricky letters, ‘tricky’ words, e.g. she;  

 Know spelling conventions, e.g. relating to double letters, e.g. trapped; 

 Look for similarities in the spellings of words, which are etymologically related, eg sign, signal. 
 
 

Aims  
By adopting a consistent approach to the teaching of spelling we aim to develop confidence and accuracy when spelling 
across the curriculum through: 

 Instilling a love for reading in all children so that they develop a wider, ambitious bank of vocabulary and in 
turn, spellings  

 Encouraging excitement, enjoyment and interest in spelling  

 Teaching children to use a range of effective spelling strategies, including Phonics, rhymes and mnemonics   

 Ensuring the use of ambitious vocabulary in writing  

 Providing consistent opportunities for children to write independently  
Encouraging pupils to independently use the strategies. ‘does that sound right?’ and ‘does that look right?’  

 Enhancing proof reading and editing skills 

 Encouraging the identification of patterns in words and spellings  

 Promoting a positive and confident attitude towards spelling  

 Help children to use a range of self-review, dictionaries and spell checks effectively  

 Providing equal opportunities for all pupils to achieve success in spelling 
 
 
Implementation 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
In the Early Years, pupils learn systematic and synthetic Phonics through the FFT Success for all Phonics scheme; 
starting at Phase 1 and progressing through Phases 2, 3 and 4. As part of the daily four-part structure, pupils learn to 
sound talk, segment and spell ‘green’ words containing the familiar GCPs. Alongside this, the pupils learn tricky ‘red’ 
words, which cannot be decoded phonetically. Pupils learn mnemonics, rhymes and patterns to recall and retain 
these words. Relevant graphemes, decodable words and tricky words are displayed and accessible for the children to 
use and apply in their writing. Throughout the week, pupils apply their new learning and have many opportunities to 
practice their spelling application, which becomes progressively more independent. As children become more 
competent spellers, they are given dictated sentences including a combination of red and green words, to assess 
their spelling application. Support and keep-up intervention is given to any pupils struggling with their spelling, with 
immediate effect. Pupils are encouraged to use and apply their spelling strategies during play and learn time, 
through many writing activities including list making, cards, posters etc.  
 
Home Learning: All pupils are given a tricky ‘red’ word to learn at home weekly. Pupils are encouraged to use this 
word in their writing.  
 
 



 
Key Stage One  
 
In Year One, pupils have daily Phonics for at least 20 minutes. Pupils are assessed at the beginning of the year and 
any gaps and misconceptions from the EYFS are targeted first. Pupils then move on to Phase 5 Phonics, following the 
FFT Success for All Phonics scheme. Within these sessions, pupils learn to decode phonetically plausible (green) 
words, build up their reading fluency and represent them through written graphemes. Pupils learn that one 
phoneme can be represented by multiple graphemes and they have to make choices when spelling. They also have a 
growing awareness of homophones and their meanings. The scheme is fast paced and progressive, with a bigger 
emphasis on spelling and applying new and previously taught words to full sentences, using dictation to increase 
fluency and accuracy.  
 
Home Learning: All pupils are given six spelling words linked to the GPC’s learnt in the previous week, ensuring 
opportunities for consolidation, application and assessment. Pupils are challenged to these words every Friday.  
 
In Year Two, pupils revisit phase five and then move to the application spelling rules and patterns, using FFT’s 
Spelling with the Jungle Club. This scheme has a consistent daily cycle of review, teach, practice, apply and builds 
seamlessly on from the phonics programme. Pupils learn more about morphology of words and the online platform 
increases spelling engagement for pupils.  Spelling is taught every day for 20 minutes, with a greater emphasis still 
on sentence work and the successful choosing and application of spelling rules and patterns.  
 
 
Home Learning: All pupils are given six spelling words linked to the GPC’s learnt in the previous week, ensuring 
opportunities for consolidation, application and assessment. Pupils are challenged to these words every Friday.  
 
 
 
Key Stage Two 
Throughout KS2, pupils follow the No-Nonsense Spelling programme. Termly overviews follow a model of five 
spelling sessions across two weeks, with a daily lesson plan for each, which can be used and adapted for the cohort 
and need type. Lessons follow the same KS1 4-part structure; Revisit, Teach, Practice, Apply, with multiple 
assessment opportunities throughout. Spelling lessons delve deeper into the morphology and etymology of words, 
as well as more complex rules and patterns, linked to the expectations and word lists set out in the National 
Curriculum for LKS2 and UKS2.  
 
 
Home Learning: Pupils in LKS2 are given eight spelling words, linked to the spelling rules and patterns learnt in the 
previous week, for consolidation, application and assessment. Pupils in UKS2 receive 10 spelling words weekly; two 
of which may be more topic based and linked to a specific area of the curriculum. Pupils are challenged to these 
words every Friday.  
 
  
 
Support and Challenge 
Most children will be given the same words to learn weekly, as a whole class moving-together approach.  
 
Pupils working at greater depth will be given additional opportunities to apply and transfer their spelling knowledge, 
whilst extending their grammar and punctuation through specific success criteria and written activities. No ‘extra’ 
spellings will be given and pupils will not learn spellings from another year group as a means of extension.  
 
Pupils with SEN and/or EAL may need support with their spelling and should be given a reduced number of words to 
learn at home each week. If any pupils are working below the curriculum and cannot access age-appropriate 
content, they will access spelling content from the previous year(s), with support from a member of the teaching 
team. This may include the Jungle Club platform and resources for pupils with significant KS1 spelling gaps. Spelling 
assessments will not be given to children that consistently perform poorly; this time will be used as a teaching 
opportunity instead. 
 



 
Environment  
All classrooms will display a cursive alphabet to support with spelling. In EYFS and KS1, letter formation charts will be 
on all desks and visible in the learning space outside the classroom. In KS2, these will also be available both inside 
and outside the classroom to support less able learners. FFT GPC cards will be available in all classrooms, as well as 
statutory spelling lists, as a tool for independent and successful spelling. All pupils in KS2 will have their own 
personal spelling journal, which can be used to support spelling across all subjects. All classrooms will display their 
weekly spelling words, and termly topic vocabulary.   
 
 
Spelling Strategies  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw the words using the Sir Linkalot 
animations 



Year 2 Spelling Pathway  

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KS2 Spelling Pathway  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Statutory Spelling Lists  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 


