	
	
	



Oak Class News: Term 1

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,
We are delighted to welcome you and your child to the start of a brand-new academic year at Hadlow Primary School. We hope you have enjoyed a wonderful summer break and that your child is feeling refreshed and excited for the year ahead.
The beginning of a new school year is always a special time, filled with new opportunities, friendships, challenges and achievements. We are looking forward to getting to know your child, helping them to settle confidently into their new class and supporting them to have a year filled with Happiness, Progress and Success.
In this update, you will find key information about what your child will be learning this term, alongside important dates and reminders. We are excited to begin this learning journey together and continue working in partnership with you throughout the year.

This term, our main areas of learning will include:
English
In English this term, we will be exploring a range of exciting texts to develop the children's reading and writing skills. Using The Door, Voices in the Park, The Pebble in My Pocket and Here We Are, the children will write a variety of genres including a setting description, diary entry, third-person recount, fact file and persuasive letter. Throughout the term, we will focus on improving grammar, punctuation, spelling and handwriting while encouraging the children to edit and improve their work to become confident, independent writers.
Mathematics
In Maths this term, we will be focusing on place value to 1,000, helping the children to develop a secure understanding of the value of each digit in a number. We will also begin exploring addition and subtraction using the formal column methods, building on the strategies the children have already learned. Alongside this, we will start our times tables practice, developing fluency and confidence with multiplication facts that will support learning across many areas of maths.
Across all subjects, we will support the children in developing their confidence, independence, resilience and love of learning. Please continue to visit our school website regularly, where you will find curriculum information, photographs and updates celebrating the children’s learning and achievements.


PE Days
Our PE days this term are:
• Thursday – Pure Sports (Netball)
• Friday – Teacher PE (Outdoor Adventurous Activities)
Please ensure that your child comes to school with the correct PE kit in line with our school uniform policy. As part of our PE kit expectations, children should wear the coloured T-shirt that represents their house team, 
If earrings are worn, they should be removed or covered for safety on PE days.

Key Dates for Term 1 
Please see below for some important dates this term:
Monday 7th September: Co-curricular clubs to commence
Monday 7th September: Rowan Class swimming to commence
Thursday 10th September: Kent Test for registered pupils
Wednesday 16th and Wednesday 23rd September: Maple Class visit to Tonbridge School
Thursday 24th September (5.00pm): PTA AGM- please show your support!
Tuesday 29th September: Oak Class walk around Hadlow 
Thursday 1st October KS2 School Council visit to The Royal Courts of Justice
Monday 5th October: Open Morning for EYFS 2027
Tuesday 6th October: NHS flu vaccinations
Wednesday 7th October: Chestnut Class fieldtrip to Rochester
Thursday 15th October (1.15pm): KAE calm together family workshop for those that have signed up
Tuesday 20th October: Oak Class fieldtrip to Tunbridge Wells
Wednesday 21st October (9.15am): Choir performance to families
 



Home Learning
Home learning will begin this week and can be found overleaf, as well as on our school website. As part of our commitment to becoming a more environmentally friendly school, we will no longer be printing weekly home learning sheets. This helps us to reduce paper waste while ensuring that all resources remain easily accessible for families.
As always, it is essential that children read regularly and practise their spellings each week, as this provides the best opportunity for success both in the classroom and beyond. We also strongly encourage children to complete the online activities each week to reinforce their learning and help them make the very best progress. From September 2026, the ‘optional’ home learning will become essential for Year 6, to better prepare them for the high expectations at secondary school.
If you have any questions or concerns at any point, please do not hesitate to get in touch. You can contact a member of the team via the class email or speak to us at the classroom door, preferably at the end of the day, so that mornings can remain focused on supporting the children as they settle into learning.
Thank you for your continued support. We are incredibly excited for the year ahead and look forward to working in partnership with you to ensure your child has a happy, successful and memorable year at Hadlow Primary School. We cannot wait to see all that they achieve.
Best wishes,
The Oak Class Team
















Home Learning, Term 1: Oak Class

At Hadlow Primary School, we have a flexible approach to home learning. We organise home learning into three categories: essential, recommended and optional.

Essential (Supported) 
These tasks are expected to be completed weekly. They are core areas of learning that underpin academic progress and success. 
	Reading
[image: ]
	Please keep reading regularly with your child and remember to record it in your child’s reading record. Children should be reading at least 5 times per week. 

Please use the suggested question scaffolds to support your child with comprehension questions, to develop and enhance their understanding. 
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/hadlowprimary/UploadedDocument/0fac17db-a4ee-4b02-afac-ce25ce44ae4f/reading-threads-ks2-questions.pdf 
Printed copies available on request.


	Spellings[image: ]
	Please continue to support your child with learning their weekly spellings. Spellings will be provided for the term ahead. Children will be challenged on these words weekly. 
 





Spellings – Term 1
	Week 1 
	Week 2 
	Week 3 
	Week 4 
	Week 5 
	Week 6 
	Week 7 

	pretty 
beautiful 
everybody 
to 
too 
continue 
	great 
break 
steak 
there 
their 
build 
	once 
water 
parents 
one 
won 
describe 
	whole 
who 
both 
hole  
answer 
	what 
sure 
sugar 
quite 
quiet 
animal 
	wild 
child 
climb 
helpful 
careless 
woman 
	accident 
address 
answer 
appear 
arrive 
actual 



Recommended (Independent) 
These tasks are designed to be completed in small chunks, as often as possible. They will support your child to be successful within the classroom.  
	Handwriting[image: ]
	Encourage your child to use the interactive tools on Letter Join to practise handwriting precision. 
https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/ 

Alternatively, ask your child to collect a handwriting practise sheet from the classroom. 

	Maths 
[image: ]





	Set some time aside for your child to have fun whilst learning through the TT Rockstars platform. https://ttrockstars.com/ 

Times tables underpin most mathematical concepts. Having the ability to fluently recall these number facts will support your child in all areas of the Maths curriculum.   


Optional 
These activities are optional. Children are not expected to provide evidence of completion, but may wish to do so if they are proud of their learning. These tasks are designed for families that have time and capacity to delve further into the curriculum. These tasks will be updated termly, and will link to previously taught curriculum topics. This will help to consolidate and retrieve learning. 
	Explore
[image: ]

	Explore The UK

This term in Geography, we are learning about the United Kingdom and our local area, Tunbridge Wells.

Here’s what to do:
First, look at a map of the UK in an atlas, on Google Maps, or a child-friendly website like National Geographic Kids. 
- Can you find and name the 4 countries of the UK?
- Now, can you find the capital city of each country?

Then, choose how to show your learning:
Draw a map of the UK and label the countries and capital cities.
Create a fact sheet with 1 or 2 fun facts about each country (e.g., a landmark, flag, food or celebration)
Colour in the UK map and mark where Tunbridge Wells is!
We’d love to see your maps, facts or drawings showing what you’ve discovered about the UK!

	Discover [image: ]
	What I Eat In A Day!

This term in Science, we’re learning about our bodies and what we can eat to stay healthy.

Your challenge: Create a “What I Eat in a Day” poster!
Think about what you eat and drink in a typical day - breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks. Draw or list your meals, label the food groups, add a title and decorate it

Label you foods with the correct food groups:
· Fruits & Vegetables
· Proteins (meat, eggs, beans)
· Carbohydrates (bread, rice, pasta)
· Dairy (milk, cheese, yoghurt)
· Fats & oils (butter, spreads)
· 
Extra challenge: Write one sentence about why a balanced diet is important.
We’d love to see your healthy eating posters!

	Create [image: ]
	Get Creative Like Andy Warhol!

This term in Art, we are exploring complementary colours and the bright, bold style of Andy Warhol.

Your home learning challenge: Create your own Pop Art-style artwork using complementary colours!

[image: ]


Here’s how:
1. Choose a simple image to repeat (it could be a piece of fruit, toy, animal, or your face)
2. Draw it 3 or 4 times in a grid or row (just like Andy Warhol did!).
3. Colour each image using complementary colours, such as:
· Red and green
· Blue and orange
· Yellow and purple
Remember: complementary colours are opposites on the colour wheel, so they really stand out!



[image: C:\Users\nchapman\AppData\Local\Packages\Microsoft.Windows.Photos_8wekyb3d8bbwe\TempState\ShareServiceTempFolder\Values wheel.jpeg]
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